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• Fabricated stories
• Created to look like real news
• Often created for profit (ad revenue) or political ends (propaganda)

• https://www.theguardian.com/media/2016/dec/18/what-is-fake-news-
pizzagate

• www.cnbc.com/2016/12/30/read-all-about-it-the-biggest-fake-news-
stories-of-2016.html

Follow the money…and/or the motive…
What is Fake News?

https://www.theguardian.com/media/2016/dec/18/what-is-fake-news-pizzagate
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2016/dec/18/what-is-fake-news-pizzagate
http://www.cnbc.com/2016/12/30/read-all-about-it-the-biggest-fake-news-stories-of-2016.html
http://www.cnbc.com/2016/12/30/read-all-about-it-the-biggest-fake-news-stories-of-2016.html


Fake news is not new…but it’s harder to spot, 
easier to spread, and harder to control. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2014/10/the-ingenious-sensationalism-of-the-weekly-world-new/381525/
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@vlotero’s take on Hyper-Partisanship

https://www.marketwatch.com/story/how-biased-is-
your-news-source-you-probably-wont-agree-with-this-

chart-2018-02-28
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• https://moz.com/blog/everything-you-need-to-know-about-sponsored-
content

• Designed to look and feel like editorial content, but is developed by 
advertisers and paid for by companies.

Native Advertising: A Paid Story Branded as “Sponsored Content”

https://moz.com/blog/everything-you-need-to-know-about-sponsored-content
https://moz.com/blog/everything-you-need-to-know-about-sponsored-content












• Information and other Media 
Literacies are just as important 
as News Media Literacy

• Science and Math/Numeracy 
matter too!

Some News Is Real, 
But It’s Still 
Problematic!



https://www.buzzfeed.com/craigsilverman/viral-fake-election-news-outperformed-real-news-on-facebook

https://www.buzzfeed.com/craigsilverman/viral-fake-election-news-outperformed-real-news-on-facebook


https://www.commonsensemedia.org/research/news-and-americas-kids

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/research/news-and-americas-kids
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49% of kids get news 
from social media.

63% of kids get news 
from family/teachers/

friends

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/research/news-and-americas-kids
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62% of adults get news from 
social media.

Of those who get news on social 
media, 64% do so from only 1 site, 
and only 10% from 3 or more sites.

PEW Research:
http://www.journalism.org/2016/05/26/news-use-across-social-media-platforms-2016/

http://www.journalism.org/2016/05/26/news-use-across-social-media-platforms-2016/


Published on:
davidbyrne.com/journal/the-echo-
chamber

Cartoon by Ron Morgan
ronmorgancartoons.blogspot.com

Filter 
Bubbles 

lead to Echo 
Chambers:

This is a 
problem



“We don’t know how to deal with 
rumors. Rumors that confirm people’s 
biases are now believed and spread 

among millions of people.”

His anonymous Facebook page helped launch the Tahrir Square revolution, Egypt, 2011
Wael Ghonim on Social Media

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/03/opinion/social-media-destroyer-or-creator.html
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“We tend to only communicate with people 
that we agree with, and thanks to social 

media, we can mute, un-follow and 
block everybody else.”

His anonymous Facebook page helped launch the Tahrir Square revolution, Egypt, 2011
Wael Ghonim on Social Media

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/03/opinion/social-media-destroyer-or-creator.html

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/03/opinion/social-media-destroyer-or-creator.html


“…online discussions quickly descend into 
angry mobs. … It’s as if we forget that the 
people behind screens are actually real 

people and not just avatars.”

His anonymous Facebook page helped launch the Tahrir Square revolution, Egypt, 2011
Wael Ghonim on Social Media

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/03/opinion/social-media-destroyer-or-creator.html

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/03/opinion/social-media-destroyer-or-creator.html


“…it became really hard to change our 
opinions. Because of the speed and 

brevity of social media, we are forced to 
jump to conclusions and write sharp 

opinions in 140 characters about complex 
world affairs. And once we do that, it lives 

forever on the Internet.”

His anonymous Facebook page helped launch the Tahrir Square revolution, Egypt, 2011
Wael Ghonim on Social Media

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/03/opinion/social-media-destroyer-or-creator.html
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“Today, our social media experiences are 
designed in a way that favors broadcasting 

over engagements, posts over 
discussions, shallow comments over deep 
conversations. … It’s as if we agreed that 
we are here to talk at each other instead 

of talking with each other.”

His anonymous Facebook page helped launch the Tahrir Square revolution, Egypt, 2011
Wael Ghonim on Social Media

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/03/opinion/social-media-destroyer-or-creator.html
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“Five years ago, I said, ‘If you want to 
liberate society, all you need is the 

Internet.’ 

Today I believe if we want to liberate 
society, we first need to liberate the 

Internet.”

His anonymous Facebook page helped launch the Tahrir Square revolution, Egypt, 2011
Wael Ghonim on Social Media

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/03/opinion/social-media-destroyer-or-creator.html

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/03/opinion/social-media-destroyer-or-creator.html


Robotics Playground 
9:40 am - 10:25 am 
Regency VI 

Keynote Follow up 
10:35 am - 11:20 am 
Regency IV 

Robotics Playground 
1:30 pm - 3:15 pm 
Regency VI
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